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Gunther, and was published in Leipzig under the title of
" Die indische Cholera in Sachsen." It describes the progress
of the cholera in Saxony, and shows how the house of cor-
rection in Zwickau was preserved from invasion of the epi-
demic, while in the immediate neighbourhood there were no
less than 250 cases of cholera, of which 119 were fatal. There
were as many as 1286 prisoners in the house of detention yet
there was not a single case of cholera within its walls. This
result Herr Gunther attributes to the following hygienic mea-
sures, which were rigidly carried out :-1. Complete and daily
disinfection of all the waterclosets, and immediate removal of
all exerementitious matters, after they had been disinfected
thoroughly with sulphate of iron, carbolic acid, &c., and
covered with powdered mineral charcoal. 2. Suitable diet
given to the prisoners. 3. Clothing the prisoners in such a
manner as to prevent all exposure to cold. 4. Constant
examination of the general condition of health of the prisoners.
5. Exerting a moral influence over the prisoners in order to
avoid unnecessary dread of the epidemic. The above instance
is certainly a remarkable one, and argues strongly in favour of
the "contagious theory" of cholera.

NATURE ola’ DISINFECTANTS.

At a recent meeting of the French Academy M. Chevreul
made some very interesting remarks on the subject of dis-
infectants. The French chemist thinks some of our more
common disinfectants of very little value. He tabulates his
conclusions as follows:-1. Two volumes of sulphuretted
hydrogen and one volume of sulphurous acid with vapour give
rise to water and sulphur; in other words, two odorous and
deleterious substances become converted into two inodorous
and harmless ones. 2. Equal volumes of hydrochloric-acid
gas and ammonia form a compound which is neutral as to
acidity or alkalinity, although the gases remain unaltered.
3. In the reaction of three volumes of chlorine on eight volumes
of ammonia, two volumes of the latter are destroyed and six
are simple neutralised. 4. There are some substances which
seem to neutralise the disagreeable smells of organic matter,
and which really act in quite a different manner. Phenicacid,
according to M. Chevreul’s inquiries, when placed in contact
with organic matter giving off offensive odours, neither destroys
them nor neutralises them, but, by combining with them and
forming a compound incapable of giving off offensive emana.
tions, arrests pittrefaction.

DEVELOPMENT Ox THE CRYSTALMN’E LENS.

Herr A. Barkau, who has followed out the development of
the crystalline in the Amphibia, alleges that it is formed from
the nervous lamella in exactly the same fashion as the vesicle
of the labyrinth. This lamella, in detaching itself from the
corneal lamella, forms a pouch apart from the lenticular fossa.
The development of the vitreous humour takes place as in the
young fowl. The primary cells between the retina and the
lens are identical in character with those close to the optic
nerve. These cells are distinguished from all others by the
fact that they conceal the great lamellas of the vitellus.

THE

NEW BRITISH PHARMACOP&OElig;IA.

No. II.

WE are glad to find that the Medical Council, into whose
hands the British Pharmacopaeia of 1867 has parsed, are turn-
ing to good account the opportunity afforded them of having
the work submitted to a searching examination before it is

published, and of giving to the profession at large, as well as
exercising themselves, the privilege of expressing opinions with
reference to its merits and defects. We have already explained
what some of the leading features are by which the new edition
is distinguished from that which preceded it. The long list of
medicines which, having been excluded from former Pharma-
copceias, are now reinstated, or which, having acquired sufficient
reputation in medical practice, are now for the first time intro-
duced into the Pharmacopoeia, will no doubt constitute an
attractive, and we believe also a popular, feature in the new
work. The following is the list as given at the commencement
of the book :-

U3S’I‘ANOES IB0‘LGDEb IN THE PRESENT EDITION OF THE
BRITISH PHABMACOPtEIA, MT NOT IN TBE PErAitbIA.66iiCliA
OF 1864.

[Those printed in italics were included in one or more of the
I Pharmacopoeia of London, Edinburgh, and Dublin.]
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It will be seen that this list comprises several medicines,
formerly recognised by one or other of the London, Edinburgh,
or Dublin Colleges, the exclusion of which from the British
Pharmacopoeia in 1864 was much complained of. Acetum

cantharidis, Extractum lactucca, Infusum aurantii compositum,
Infusum gentians compositum, Lond., Oxymel scillse, Spiritus
ammonia foetidus, &c., have long been favourite remedies with
some of our eminent physicians, who will be glad to find them
restored to their former position as officinal preparations.

Then, there are a large number of medicines in the list
which are frequently prescribed, and many of which are con-
sidered to be valuable remedies, but for the preparation of
which there have hitherto been no authorised formulce.

Thus, for instance, carbolic acid has been extensively used
as a powerful disinfectant, and it is also employed as a local
application in some diseases, but it has not hitherto been re-

cognised in our Pharmacopceias. Sometimes it has taken the

place of creasote, having been imported under that name from 
i

Germany; but, although in some respects resembling creasote,
it is not identical with it. It is now added to our authorised
Materia Medica ; its characters and composition are defined,
and tests are given by which it may be distinguished from
creasote, and its substitution for that substance detected.

Moreover, there is a solution of carbolic acid in glycerine
ordered, which we understand is the most convenient form in
which to keen it in the liauid state.

Benzoated lard is another preparation now introduced into
the Pharmacopoeia for the first time. It has long been a desi-
deratum to discover some better basis for ointments than lard,
as this fat, even when prepared with the greatest care, is very
liable to become rancid, and in that state to irritate the skin
where soothing effects are required. The presence of some
metallic oxides, such as oxide of zinc, causes the fat to become
rancid more quickly than it otherwise would, and hence it has
been the exception to the rule to find zinc ointment, made
with common lard, free from rancidity. It has long been
known that certain essential oils, and balsamic resins, possess
the property of preventing fats from becoming rancid, or at
any rate of retarding the change. The buds of the black

poplar were originally used for this purpose, and unguentum
populei4n is a preparation well known on the Continent. The

efficacy of the poplar buds appears to be due to a balsamic
resin with which they are covered. Of late years the resin ofbenzoin has been found to be equally efficacious and more I
easily obtained. Benzoated lard has been used in this country 

z’

for several years ; it has been introduced into the French

Codex, and we are glad to find it among the additions made to
the British Pharmacopoeia. It is prepared by heating fresh
lard with a small quantity of the resin of benzoin, and after-
wards separating the undissolved residue of bezoin bv straining.
The lard acquires a slight balsamic odour, and the property
of keeping without becoming rancid, and when properly made
it does not appear to be rendered in any way less suited than
it otherwise would be for forming the basis of ointments. j,

Sulphate of atropic& and its solution are good additions to the ’
officinal preparations of the alkaloid. It has been found that
the sulphate, while it equally dilates the pupil, is less irri-

tating in its action than the uncombined alkaloid.
Amongst the preparations of bismuth we now find the car-

bonate as well as the nitrate, in the solid form; and, in addi-
tion to these, we have the very elegant liquid preparation which
was introduced by Mr. Schacht, of Clifton. This is called Liqu01’
is7nut7ia et ammoniae citmtilf, which pretty correctly represents
its composition. Mr. Schacht calls his solution simply Liquor
bismuth, but it has been shown that it is really a citrate of
bismuth and ammonia, not perhaps identical in composition
with the solution now introduced into the Pharmacopoeia, but
not differing from it in any essential particular.

Ioclicle of cwlminin and its ointment were some years ago
recommended by Dr. Garrod to be used in the place of iodide

of lead, the cadmium salt appearing to be equally efficacious,
while it is not subject to the objection which applies to the
lead salt of its causing a stain on the skin, and it produces no
injurious effects arising from the absorption of the metal. On

the strength of this recommendation, we presume, the cadmium
preparations are introduced ; but, as if to discredit the grounds
upon which the recommendation was founded, iodide of lead
and its oiutment are also introduced, for they had been omitted
from the previous edition. This introduction of both prepara-
tions is not, however, inconsistent with the principle which
appears to have guided the Committee in the performance of
their duty, which has obviously been to include in the Phar-
macop&oelig;ia all the most approved medicines which medical men
are in the habit of prescribing, and in many instances to allow
of a selection from two or more preparations possessing similar
properties. This will serve to account for the large number of &pound;
medicines that have been introduced. The preface states that
"the Pharmacopoeia having for its object not so much the
selection as the definition of substances which the physician
prescribes, and which it is desired to keep at one safe and
uniform standard of strength and composition, some remedies
may have been retained in it which have ceased to be in gene-
ral use, and others introduced the value of which, although
well attested, has not yet been generally recognised." 

THE DIRECTOR-GENERALSHIP OF THE ARMY.

SUUM CUIQUE.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;While I thankfully acknowledge your interest in the
welfare of the Army Medical Department, I venture to think
you have done scant justice to Dr. Logan. The force and truth
of your remarks on the letter of "Semper Fidelis" may be
conceded without diminishing in the least Dr. Logan’s claims.
If there exists any individual in the Department, be his rank
what it may, possessing pre-eminent qualifications for the post
of Director-General, by no means let a question of seniority he
the bar to his obtaining it; but I think you will allow, if the

qualifications and merits of the candidates be equal in other
respects, that their seniority should turn the balance in favour
of him who possesses it.

It would be unjust as well as ungenerous to depreciate Dr.
Muir’s professional and administrative capacities, but it is every
bit as unfair to Dr. Logan’s qualifications "to damn him with
faint praise." Happily, it is quite unnecessary to seek to dis-
parage the claims of the one in order to advance those of the
other. Dr. Logan, in the opinion of the Department, fully
deserves all that you have said of Dr. Muir. This may be a

right or wrong estimate of his character of course, but it un-
deniably exists. I might go farther, and say that the senior
in the present instance possesses a personal experience of the
East and West Indies, which the other does not: and the mani-
fest importance of that experience might be fairly urged at the
present time, when there is such an enormous military force
in the one climate, and yellow fever is of such frequent occur-
rence in the other. There remain other points for considera-
tion, such as the intimate knowledge which Dr. Logan has
acquired of the official administration of the Department from
his connexion with Whitehall-yard, but I forbear.
We are given to understand that there will shortly be a new

Warrant for the Denartment as well as a new Director-General
of it. If the forthcoming document only proves to be as satis-
factory to the Department as the appointment of Dr. Logan
will be, I prophesy the beginning of a new and happier era for
the Army Medical Department.

T :1.111- Sir. vour obedient servant.

’, February, 1867.

AT the meeting of the Health Committee of the

ILiverpool Town Council, Dr. Trench, the local medical officerof health, reported that the deaths in the borough from allcauses last week were 283, being a decrease of 84 on the cor-
rected average of the last ten years. The mildness of the
weather during the week, and the timely assistance provided
to the destitute by an energetic outburst of charity during thefrost, were mentioned as causes of the decreased mortality.


